THE FIRST FEMALE MEMBER OF THE GERMAN
MOTORCYCLISTS’ ASSOCIATION (D.M.V.), THE
PREDECESSOR OF ADAC
The first woman to join the German automobile club: Marie Reuschel went down in the
history of mobility as a successful, quick-witted racer with a knack for technology.

Currently the only available picture of Marie Reuschel

We know little about Marie Reuschel, who hailed from Berlin, although she was one of
the early pioneers in the age of motorisation. The predecessor of the ADAC Motorwelt
club magazine, Der Deutsche Motorradfahrer, reported that 33 riders competed in the
Oberursel endurance race on 9 May 1904 – one of them being “dauntless Marie Reuschel
from Berlin on a Cyklon”. Regrettably, she did not catch a lucky break: just when
leaving Oberursel, she slipped on the soaked road, sustained a knee injury and had to
abandon the race.
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Advertisement for a “Cyklon Motorzweirad” similar to the one used by Marie Reuschel

Sensational win in Stuttgart
When Marie Reuschel and her Cyklon motorcycle took part in an endurance race held in
the Taunus mountain range the same year, again in rain and on soaked roads, she
competed against 36 male riders. Clad in “an ankle-length skirt and high-neck blouse and
with a seaman cap atop her head”, she was a real eye-catcher even before the start.
According to Der Deutsche Motorradfahrer, some were sceptical about Marie Reuschel
while other spectators were full of admiration for the motorcycle Amazon from Berlin.
Finally, she scored a triumph finishing first in the 1904 race from the Stuttgart west
train station to Solitude palace before the eyes of 2,000 spectators. The climb from the west
station to the oak tree planted to honour Chancellor Otto von Bismarck was so steep
that the motorised bicycles came to their limits. In the end, the lightest competitor
won: Marie Reuschel.
Marie Reuschel also passed into the history of mobility by being the first woman to
join Deutsche Motorradfahrer Vereinigung D.M.V., the German motorcyclists’
association and predecessor of ADAC. Her membership number was 202. For D.M.V., Ms
Reuschel was a major gain, not only participating in races but also finishing them first – as
the early British motorist Dorothy Levitt did in England almost at the same time.

Early example for a “Ladies Motorcycle” by Brennabor

Ladies to ride “ladies’ bikes” only?
Back then, women were not expected to be seen racing, as Richard Koehlich wrote in the
magazine Das Motorrad in April 1904. In his article, he presented the ideal motorcycle for
women: it weighed only 50kg, came with a step-through frame that allowed the riders to get
into the saddle gracefully and was powered by a 1.2hp 2-stroke engine. To prevent the ladies’
skirts from catching fire, the engine powered the front wheel. “Plus, women are usually
thoroughly ignorant in matters of technology, meaning that they will be at a complete loss
when they run into engine trouble,” Koehlich went on vituperating.
Marie Reuschel’s response was quick-witted: she rejected the suggestion of a ladies’
bike, favouring the use of more practical clothing rather than a technical solution:
“My only explanation is his abhorrence of ladies wearing trousers.” She went on giving
advice on how to prevent repairs on Cyklon motorcycles: “Having filled up and oiled my
engine, checked the compression and ignition and found everything else to be in order, I take
my drive belt to start the engine and let it idle. If it runs like it is supposed to, which you
can hear, I open the compression release cock to shut it down, put the belt in place and
off I go.”
Marie Reuschel’s intention was “to make the German ladies want to ride a
motorcycle”. Obviously, she was successful at it, as the facts and figures confirm. Today,
ADAC has almost 9 million female members. Approximately 12% of women are licensed to
ride a motorcycle – leather-clad instead of wearing skirts.
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